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branches of that name. The first family, called Lord Dacres of
the South, held the castle of the same name, and are ancestors to
the present Lord Dacre. The other family, descended from the
same stock, were called Lord Dacres of the North, and were barons
of Gilsland and Graystock. A chieftain of the latter branch was
warden of the West Marches during the reign of Edward VI. He
was a man of a hot and obstinate character, as appears from some
particulars of Lord Surrey's letter to Henry VIII, giving an account
of his behaviour at the siege and storm of Jedbnrgh. It is printed in
the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, Appendix to the Introduction.'—
scott.
1. 76. German hackbut-men. fcln the wars with Scotland,
Henry VIII, and his successors employed numerous bands of mer-
cenary troops. At the battle of Pinky, there were in the English army
six hundred hackbutters on foot, and two hundred on horseback,
composed chiefly of foreigners. On the 27th of September, 1549,
the Duke of Somerset, Lord Protector, writes to the Lord Dacre,
warden of the West Marches:—" The Almains, in number two
thousand, very valiant soldiers, shall be sent to you shortly from
Newcastle, together with Sir Thomas Holcroft, and with the force
of your wardenry, (which we would were advanced to the most
strength of horsemen that might be,) shall make the attempt to
Loughmaben, being of no such strength but that it may be skailed
with ladders, whereof, beforehand, we would you caused secretly
some number to be provided; or else undermined with the pyke-
axe, and so taken: either to be kept for the King's Majesty, or
otherwise to be defaced, and taken from the profits of the enemy.
. And in like manner the house of Carlaverock to be used." Repeated
mention occurs of the Almains, in the subsequent correspondence j
and the enterprise seems finally to have been abandoned, from the
difficulty of providing these strangers with the necessary " victuals
and carriages in so poor a country as Dumfries-shire."—History of
Cumberland, vol. i. Introd. p. Ixi. From the battle-pieces of the
ancient Flemish painters, we learn, that the Low-Country and German
soldiers marched to an assault with their right knees bared. And
we may also observe, in such pictures, the extravagance to which
they carried the fashion of ornamenting their dress with knots of
ribbon. This custom of the Germans is alluded to in the -Mirrour
for Magistrates, p. 121:—
*" Their pleited garments therewith well accord,
All jagde and frounst, with divers colours deckt."'—scott.

